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THE FINAL MISSION 
 
Sarens group transports space shuttle endeavour to its final destination 
 
Wolvertem, Belgium - 13 October 2012, The Sarens Group, worldwide leader in heavy lifting 
and engineered transport, will execute this weekend the transportation of perhaps its most 
valuable cargo to date: the space shuttle Endeavour. The enormous but highly fragile space 
craft begins its 14-mile overland journey from Los Angeles International Airport to the 
California Science Center at midnight on Friday night, and will arrive approximately 48 hours 
later.  
 
Accustomed to reaching speeds of up to 28 000 kph in space, the space shuttle Endeavour will be 

reduced to a crawling 3 kph as it makes its way through Los Angeles en route for Inglewood City Hall 

for an official launch ceremony before reaching its final destination at the California Science Center.  

 

The Endeavour’s “final mission” is the result of months of meticulous planning by Sarens engineers 

in collaboration with multitude of public and private entities. An array of specially designed, Self-

Propelled Modular Trailers (SPMTs) will be used to transport the Endeavour. Comprising four 

independent, multi-axle, computer-controlled wheeled vehicles, the SPMTs will ensure precision 

manoeuvrability and stability while moving the shuttle along its densely populated route.  

 

The SPMTs are controlled and steered as a single vehicle by a person walking alongside the shuttle 

using a remote joystick control panel. Additional spotters will be positioned near the nose, tail and 

wingtips to enable precision manoeuvrability near potential obstructions such as buildings, poles and 

trees. This is the first and most likely the only time that a space shuttle has or will be transported 

through an urban environment.  

 

Jim Hennessy, Marketing Manager, Sarens North America: “This may not be the largest or heaviest 

object we have transported before but it is certainly one of the most important in our company’s 

history. The Endeavour is a national treasure and we are honoured to play a key role in its final 

mission en route to the California Science Center where it will be put on display for all to see.” 

 

The shuttle weighs 68 tonnes, has a wingspan of 24m tip to tip, is 38m long and measures 17m from 

the ground to the tip of the tail. In preparation for its transport, several high-voltage transmission lines 



 

 

 

were either removed or repositioned along with hundreds of streetlights, signs, traffic signals and 

identified obstacles. 

 

The Endeavour has flown 25 successful missions, travelled nearly 200 million km, spent 299 days in 

space and circled the earth 4671 times. 

 
About Sarens  
The Sarens Group, with its head office in Wolvertem, is an international company of Belgian origin, 

specialized in crane rental and engineering projects involving lifting and moving loads with 

exceptional sizes and weights.  

The family-owned business, currently active in over 50 countries, employs some 3.600 staff around 

the world, with a consolidated turnover of € 470 million. This “specialist of the extra-ordinary” brings 

its broad gamut of cranes and other equipment worldwide into action within different industries. 

Sarens’ main customers are companies active in oil & gas production, energy, petrochemicals, major 

civil projects and mining. A specialized wind division focuses on setting up wind turbines, both 

onshore and offshore. 
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Contact person Sarens North America 
Jim Hennessy 
7168 Expressway 
Missoula – MT 59808 
USA 
T: +1 406 543 4427  
Sales.northamerica@sarens.com  
 
 

Contact person Sarens HQ  
Hendrik Sarens 
Autoweg 10 
1861 Wolvertem 
Belgium 
T: +32 52 319 319 
info@sarens.com 
www.sarens.com  

 
 

 


